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Royal Museums Greenwich is 
home to fascinating stories and 
beautiful artworks inspired by 
the sea, ships, time and space. 
The Museum’s publishing 
programme reflects this 
diversity, showcasing world-
leading expertise and rich 
histories that reach across 
continents, tumultuous seas 
and cosmic voids. Every 
purchase helps the Museum 
fund research, exhibitions and 
acquisitions.

We hope you enjoy reading 
these books as much as we’ve 
enjoyed producing them. 

Royal Museums Greenwich 
Publishing team



Introducing 
the Spotlight series

Spotlight books are short, 
accessible and highly 
illustrated introductions to 
objects in the collection of 
Royal Museums Greenwich, 
written by the Museum’s 
curators and experts.  

Each book takes a single 
object as its starting point and 
explores its significance, and 
the wider historical, cultural 
and social context.

New for 2025

Captain Ogle’s Cup
A Pirate Adventure
March 2025
Paperback
ISBN 978-1-7391542-4-0
£12.99/$19.95
178 x 150mm
96pp

Sea Sick
Lime Juice and Scurvy 
March 2025
Paperback
ISBN 978-1-7391542-3-3 
£12.99/$19.95
178 x 150mm
96pp

Charles Hare’s Great 
Escape
The Story of a 
Napoleonic Prisoner 
of War 
March 2025
Paperback
ISBN 978-1-7391542-5-7 
£12.99/$19.95
178 x 150mm
96pp 

The Keeper of All 
The Secrets
Ceramic Art, Botanicals 
and the Caribbean 
Market Woman 
March 2025
Paperback
ISBN 978-1-7391542-6-4 
£12.99/$19.95
178 x 150mm
96pp

J.M.W. Turner’s
The Battle of Trafalgar 
Commemoration and 
Controversy
March 2025
Paperback
ISBN 978-1-0687659-9-5 
£12.99/$19.95
178 x 150mm
96pp



Coming in 2025

Royal Observatory
Greenwich
A History in Objects 
(title tbc)

When King Charles II signed the royal 
warrant that led to the founding 
of the Royal Observatory in 1675, it 
was to ensure that Britain was not 
left behind other European nations 
as they pursued global trade and 
resources. Now, in its 350th year, the 
‘small observatory within our park 
at Greenwich’ is perhaps the most 
famous such institution in the world, 
home to the historic Prime Meridian 
of the World and 0° longitude.

The objects contained within the 
pages of this book highlight the many 
people, ideas and technologies that 
contributed to ‘perfecting the art of 
navigation’ and mapping the stars. 
Instruments, photographs, plans and 
archival documents tell the story of 
the Royal Observatory from its early 
days as Britain’s first state-funded 
purpose-built scientific institution, 
through periods of rapid scientific 
and social change, all the way to 
its twilight years at the forefront of 
astronomical research in the first few 
decades of the twentieth century. 

Today, the Observatory is once 
more a working observing site but 
also a heritage centre and home to 
London’s only planetarium, seeking 
to inform and inspire with stories of 
discovery, innovation and wonder.

Louise Devoy is Senior Curator, 
Royal Observatory at Royal Museums 
Greenwich. She has a background in 
astrophysics and the history of science 
and has worked at various museums 
in the UK and abroad. Her research 
interests encompass astronomical 
instruments, women in astronomy 
and networks of knowledge exchange 
between historic observatories.

October 2025
Hardback
ISBN 978-1-906367-91-6 
£30.00/$45.00
250 x 178mm (tbc)
256/272pp 
Thema codes: PDX, NHTM, WNX

BURIED
TREASURE

A Pirate Miscellany

New for 2025

Buried Treasure  
A Pirate Miscellany

Published to coincide with a major 
new exhibition at the National 
Maritime Museum, Buried Treasure 
lifts the lid or ‘blows the gaff’ on 
pirate lore and sayings, setting the 
record straight on the lives and ways 
of pirates, and revealing the meanings 
behind, and uses of, common 
maritime sayings. 

March 2025
Hardback
ISBN 978-1-7391542-8-8 
£12.99/$19.95
172 x 132mm
160pp 



Available now

The Art of Naval Portraiture 
 
This lavishly illustrated book explores 
the richness and variety of naval 
portraiture through key examples in 
the Museum’s collection. It charts the 
historical evolution of the Royal Navy’s 
image - explaining the meaning of naval 
symbolism, exploring the stories of 
specific artists, sitters and collectors, and 
considering the places where portraits 
were made and displayed, from private 
homes to public exhibitions.

Hardback
ISBN 978-1-739154-20-2   
£30.00/$45.00
260 x 184mm
224pp

THE 
ART 
OFN

aval Portraiture

Paperback
ISBN 978-1-73915-22-6   
£6.00
210 x 168mm
64pp

Royal Museums Greenwich 
Handbook 
 
The Royal Museums Greenwich 
Handbook is the perfect companion 
guide for every young explorer of 
Greenwich. This book is packed full of 
activities, quizzes, stickers and puzzles 
to complete on your adventure around 
Greenwich Park, the National Maritime 
Museum, the Queen’s House, the Royal 
Observatory and as you climb aboard 
Cutty Sark.

Handbook
aCtIvItIeS, FaCtS, 
QuIzZeS, StIcKeRs!

RoYaL MuSeUmS GrEeNwIcH

ExPlOrE tHe sIgHtS oF
RoYaL MuSeUmS GrEeNwIcH

wItH tHiS iNtErAcTiVe,
fAmIlY-fRiEnDlY hAnDbOoK.

RoYaL M
uSeUm

S GrEeN
w

IcH                     h
An

DbOoK

PaCkEd fUlL oF aCtIvItIeS, fAcTs, 
qUiZzEs, pUzZlEs aNd sTiCkErS – tHeRe’s 

sOmEtHiNg hErE fOr eVeRyOnE.

£6.00

1542267817399
 

ISBN 9781739154226

‘an insightful survey that explores how 
individual and collective identities in naval 
portraiture have been moulded by changing 
ideas about gender, class and race [...] an 
engaging and accessible discussion’  
− The Lady

‘a wonderfully readable book, which brings 
the equivalent of a dazzling exhibition to 
your home, providing thorough background, 
expert nuance, and image reproductions 
of the highest quality. Everybody will learn 
something from this.’  
− Dr Sara Caputo, Faculty of History, 
University of Cambridge



Other titles in this series 
Royal Observatory 
Greenwich Illuminates 
series  

Royal Observatory Greenwich 
Illuminates is the brilliant
astronomy series from experts at 
the renowned home of time and 
space. The Observatory’s very own 
team of astronomers has written 
a whole host of accessible guides 
to everything in the cosmos, from 
stars and planets to the exploration 
of space! The full series of ten books 
is now available in paperback and 
ebook.
 

The Search for Life     

Have you ever looked up at the 
night sky and thought, ‘Is there 
anybody out there?’ Hannah Baynard 
explores the possibility of other life 
in the Universe, from the prospect 
of ancient bacteria locked away on 
Mars to the likelihood of contacting 
an interstellar civilisation. Delve into 
extra-terrestrial possibilities, from 
the first suggestions of alien life 
to cutting-edge missions actively 
seeking to answer one of life’s 
biggest questions: are we alone?  

Paperback: 978-1-906367-90-9
Ebook: 978-1-0687659-8-8
£10.99/£4.49 
177 x 108mm, 176pp   
Categories: UFOs and extra-terrestrial 
beings; Cosmology and the Universe 
Thema codes: VXQB, PGK  

The Universe
Dr. Greg Brown

Royal Observatory Greenwich
Illuminates

Aurorae
Bryony Lanigan

A
urorae   Bryony Lanigan
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bservatory G

reenw
ich  

Illum
inates

People have been inspired by the colourful 
shifting lights of the Aurora Borealis and Aurora 
Australis for thousands of years, with modern-day 
adventurers travelling to ‘aurora hotspots’ in the 
hope of getting a glimpse of them. Bryony Lanigan, 
Astronomer at Royal Observatory Greenwich, 
brings together many fields of research, from 
astronomy and solar physics to geology and 
atomic physics, as she explores the science behind 
these magical displays. Along the way, we take 
a whistle-stop tour through the electromagnetic 
spectrum, learn some elementary atomic physics, 
meet a mysterious phenomenon with a decidedly 
un-mysterious name and get to grips with the 
fundamental role of magnets (very, very large 
ones) in auroral activity. 

Lanigan doesn’t just stay on Earth, though –  
she reveals that the spectacle has been observed 
elsewhere in our Solar System, too! Of course, 
nothing is simple and aurorae on other planets 
often confound the explanations we’ve worked  
so hard to come up with.

£10.99/$13.95

Aurorae
Bryony Lanigan

Royal Observatory Greenwich
Illuminates £10.99/$13.95

Mars
Patricia Skelton

M
ars   Patricia Skelton
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Mars

Royal Observatory Greenwich
Illuminates

Patricia Skelton

As one of the five planets that can be seen in the 
night sky without the aid of a telescope, Mars has 
been a source of fascination for millennia. What is 
it about this dusty, dry world that has captured our 
imaginations so completely?

Astronomer Patricia Skelton investigates our 
relationship with Mars, beginning with the earliest 
observations and the curious conundrums they 
generated and ending with our ambitious plans 
for future space missions. She explores how 
the Red Planet helped solve the mysteries of 
planetary motion, sparked furious debates about 
the possibilities of other life in the Solar System, 
became an early target of space exploration and 
has since been a testing ground for remarkable 
new technologies. 

Over the past 60 years, Mars has played host to a 
succession of spacecraft, landers and rovers that 
continue to expand our knowledge and have also 
inspired us to venture further. As we look to the 
future, how long will it be before astronauts join 
them on the distant planet’s surface?

Stars 
978-1-906367-81-7 / 978-1-0687659-0-2
Planets 
978-1-906367-82-4 / 978-1-0687659-2-6
Space Exploration 
978-1-906367-88-6 / 978-1-0687659-6-4
The Sun 
978-1-906367-86-2 / 978-1-0687659-7-1
Black Holes 
978-1-906367-85-5 / 978-1-0687659-5-7
Moons 
978-1-906367-95-4 / 978-1-0687659-4-0
The Universe 
978-1-906367-89-3 / 978-1-7391542-9-5
Aurorae 
978-1-906367-96-1 / 978-1-0687659-3-3
Mars 
978-1-906367-94-7 / 978-1-0687659-1-9

‘witty and so readable making a difficult 
subject accessible. It makes you want to 
continue through the chapters and never 
leaves you feeling out of your depth. As a 
first step into the mysteries of the universe 
(or one aspect of it!) this is a must.’ 

‘strikes a careful balance between scientific 
integrity and accessible levity - which many 
other scientific writers too often fail to find’

5 star Amazon reviews of 
Stars and Black Holes

Now available 
as ebooks from 

Kobo,  
Amazon and  
Apple Books



Fish and Ships

Ahoy! Want to learn the ropes of the 
maritime world? This light-hearted, 
illustrated miscellany is packed full 
of hundreds of amazing facts from 
the experts at the National Maritime 
Museum and Cutty Sark to put the 
wind in your sails. All aboard, it’s 
time to discover the world beyond 
the shore.

Hardback
ISBN 978-1-906367-76-3
£12.99
172 x 132mm
176pp  

New for 2023/24

Hardback
ISBN 978-1-739154-21-9 
£12.99 
172 x 132mm
176pp 

About Time Too

From Royal Observatory Greenwich, 
the historic home of timekeeping, 
is this fascinating compendium of 
time-related facts and figures that 
shows the influence of time on our 
daily lives. Did you know that the 
word ‘time’ is the most frequently 
used noun in the English language 
or that there is such a thing as a 
‘leap second’?

 

Space Oddities

Uncover the answers to some of 
the most puzzling questions about 
space in this entertaining and
informative miscellany from the 
expert astronomers at Royal 
Observatory Greenwich. This 
pocket-sized book is packed with 
hundreds of amazing facts, on 
subjects as varied as the mysteries 
of dark energy and antimatter to  
a rock on Mars called Humphrey, 
and everything in between.

FISH
AND

SHIPS
A Nautical Miscellany

Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-66-4 
£12.99 
172 x 132mm 
160pp



Adult backlist

The Challenger Expedition 
Exploring the Ocean’s Depths 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-97-8 
£25.00 
246 x 189mm 
256pp

A is for Atlas 
Wonders of Maps and Mapping 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-93-0 
£35.00 
230 x 170mm 
256pp

John Harrison and the 
Quest for Longitude 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-99-2 
£15.99 
210 x 148mm 
128pp

JOHN  
H A R R ISON
and the Quest for  

Longitude

JONAT H A N BET TS

2nd Edition

John Harrison and the Quest for Longitude is a fascinating account of one man 
driven by the need to solve one of the greatest practical problems of 
his time. 

Following one of the most intriguing and fascinating stories 
linked to the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the book centres on 
the life and achievements of John Harrison – designer and builder 
of the first accurate marine chronometers. 

Inspired by the official prize offered in 1714 to anyone who could 
solve the problem of finding longitudinal position at sea, Harrison 
produced his four famous ‘H’ timepieces. In doing so, he helped 
revolutionise navigation at sea, saving many thousands of lives. 

This new edition contains beautiful technical drawings of the 
mechanisms of clocks and the technology involved in Harrison’s 
creations, bringing to life this inspiring story.

Jonathan Betts is Curator Emeritus of Horology at Royal Museums 
Greenwich. He is the author of Marine Chronometers at Greenwich. 
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Figureheads  
On the Bow of  
a Ship 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-63-3 
£12.99 
206 x 155mm 
160pp

On the Line 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-61-9 
£8.99 
178 x 125mm 
56pp

Adult backlist

The Armada 
Portrait 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-68-8 
£12.99 
206 x 155mm 
80pp 

Royal Greenwich 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-75-6 
£20.00 
230 x 170mm 
176pp

Pirates 
Fact and Fiction 
Hardback
ISBN 978-1-906367-77-0 
£20.00 
230 x 170mm 
224pp

Dressed to Kill 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-87-9 
£30.00 
230 x 170mm 
256pp



Children’s backlist

At Sea 
Without Tea 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-65-7 
£8.99 
270 x 215mm 
32pp 

Ted’s 
Great Space 
Adventure 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-67-1 
£7.99 
270 x 210mm 
32pp

Space 
Adventures 
Sticker Activity 
Book 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-70-1 
£7.99 
270 x 210mm 
32pp

Pirate Gran 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906376-07-7 
£6.99 
250 x 250mm 
32pp

The Solar System  
A Cosmic 
Adventure 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-78-7 
£12.99 
270 x 215mm 
48pp

SOLAR SYSTEM

ELIZABETH AVERY

A Cosmic Adventure

THE

Polly Plum 
Brave Adventurer 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-92-3 
£8.99 
270 x 215mm 
32pp



Royal Museums 
Greenwich guidebooks 

National Maritime 
Museum Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-948065-99-6 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
64pp

Royal Observatory 
Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-906367-64-0 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
64pp

Maritime Greenwich 
Guidebook 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-59-6 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
80pp

The Queen’s House 
Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-5 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
80pp

Cutty Sark 
Souvenir Guide
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-98-5 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
80pp

Treasures of 
Royal Museums 
Greenwich 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-948065-20-0 
£20.00
189 x 246mm 
224pp



Astronomy Photographer 
of the Year Collection 13 
Collins
Hardback 
ISBN 978-0-008688-11-0 
£30.00 
270 x 270mm 
184pp

2025 Guide to the
Night Sky 
Collins
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-008688-16-5 
£6.99 
210 x 148mm 
128pp

Stargazing 
Collins
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-008196-27-1 
£9.99 
210 x 148mm 
224pp

Moongazing 
Collins
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-008305-00-0 
£9.99 
210 x 148mm 
96pp

The Wonders of Time  
Wayland
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-526318-24-4 
£14.99 
282 x 214mm 
48pp

The Future of the Universe 
Wayland
Hardback and paperback 
ISBN 978-1-526316-47-9 
£14.99/£9.99 
282 x 214mm 
64pp

Night Sky Almanac 
 2025 
Collins
Hardback 
ISBN 978-0-008688-13-4
£9.99 
190 x 120mm 
272pp

Selected co-publications

Mars 
Collins
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0008604-32-5 
£8.99 
210 x 148mm 
112pp



At the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of Maritime Greenwich are the four world-class 
attractions of Royal Museums Greenwich - the 
National Maritime Museum, the Royal Observatory, 
the Queen’s House and Cutty Sark. 

The sale of all publications supports the work of 
Royal Museums Greenwich. All books are for sale 
from Museum shops and at shop.rmg.co.uk 

For all trade sales:
Unicorn Publishing Group
Charleston Studio
Meadow Business Centre
Lewes 
BN8 5RW

01363 866997
simon@unicornpublishing.org 
 

For all editorial and rights enquiries:
publishing@rmg.co.uk

Cover: © National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, 
Greenwich Hospital Collection


